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There has also emerged a more interdisciplinary group of scholars from kokubungaku, ethnomusicology, and folklore studies (minzokugaku) with interests in a comparative approach that takes the field of oral tradition studies into account. One major contribution to this approach is a twovolume collection of essays on "orally transmitted literature" (kôshô bungaku), published in 1997.
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The opening essay of volume 1, by Hyôdô Hiromi, provides an overview of oral tradition studies, briefly introducing the findings of Milman Parry and Albert Lord, and touching even more lightly on contemporary work, such that of John Miles Foley. Each of the remaining essays in volume 1 introduces a traditional art of performance and its patterns of transmission, with an emphasis on its local contexts. To borrow Hyôdô's term, all the better to understand "ooraru na pafuoomansu" ("oral performance")! 3
Ohio State University
